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BOARD OF DIRECTOR’S MINUTES
Friday, August 7, 6:00 p.m.

Glenwood Community Center

Menges Rd, Glenwood, NM
Board Present:
Jackie Powell
Richard Searle

Proxies

Tim Smith
Louise Peterson
Barbara Shaw


Hugh B. McKeen
Jim Coslin
Mark Herington



Kim Chesser
Billy Moore



Doug Decker
Caren Cowan



Kim Chesser




Mike Cuff




Tom Klumker




Richard Lunt



Non-Voting Members:  Howard Hutchinson

Guests: Patricia Chesser, Doug Decker, Jane Klumker, Cathy Osher
Meeting called to order at 6:00 p.m. by Louise Peterson, Coalition President and Representative for Hidalgo County, New Mexico.  Louise called for approval of the Minutes of the June 12th meeting& Treasurer’s Reports for June and July, 2009, the six month budget review and legal fund report.

1. Action:  The motion to approve the minutes of June 12 was made by Jackie Powell and seconded by Kim Chesser. The motion passed unanimously.

2. Action: The motion to approve the Treasurer’s reports for filling for June and July, 2009, the six month budget review and legal fund report was made by Jackie Powell and seconded by Kim Chesser.  The motion passed unanimously.

Item #1:  Litigation Update

1. Spikedace & Loach Minnow  On May 5, 2009 the Federal District Court remanded the critical habitat designation to the FWS for further consideration and review.  The court rejected our request for reconsideration of the decision to allow the critical habitat designation to remain in place pending the internal review.  No Action Taken
2. Catron County Wolf Ordinance On September 30, 2008 New Mexico Federal District Court Judge Vasquez upheld the Catron County Amended Ordinance relating to protection of its citizens from the wolf.  An evidentiary hearing will be heard on the evidence regarding the County’s actions.  No date has been set for the hearing. Action: Richard Lunt requested that a copy of Catron County’s ordinance be acquired and distributed to the members.
3. Jaguar In the case of Center For Biological Diversity v. Kemptorn the court determined that critical habitat is required to be determined and that the Fish & Wildlife Service should reconsider the need for a recovery plan.  No Action Taken
4. Mexican Wolf On March 31, 2009 the Arizona District Court denied the FWS’s motion to dismiss the claims brought by several environmental organizations challenging AMOC and SOP 13.  We will continue to monitor these cases.  No Action Taken
5. Categorical Exclusion Suit  The briefing on the merits are completed and the oral hearing took place on July 9, 2009 in Albuquerque.  The Judge should have a ruling by the end of September.  No Action Taken
6. Chirwacahwa Leopard Frog  In 2008, the Wild Earth Guardians (WEG) sued FWS for failure to designate critical habitat.  The FWS and WEG settled the case and FWS will have to reissue its findings regarding proposed designation of critical habitat by December 8, 2010.  No Action Taken
7. A litigation report from Karen Budd- Falen was provided to the Board on the above cases along with others that we have been tracking.
Item #2: Mexican Wolf Management Update
There is a proposal to reintroduce Mexican wolves into Northern Mexico.  A number of issues were raised. Action: Richard Searle Moved and Tom Klumker seconded to have Howard contact Karen to develop a list of questions and advise us on how to proceed.  Motion passed unanimously.
Item #3: Jaguar Update
This item referred to an article about two released Jaguars into Mexico where one died after released.  No Action Taken
Item #4: Climate Change & Cap & Trade

Howard provided some of the more recent science on global warming and the potential impacts of the proposed cap and trade legislation on our economies.  No Action Taken

Monopsony - A market similar to a monopoly except that a large buyer not seller controls a large proportion of the market and drives the prices down.  Sometimes referred to as the buyer's monopoly.
Item #5: Food Safety Act
Howard made a presentation on the food safety act.  Action: Kim Chesser moved and Tom Klumker seconded to have a letter drafted to congressional delegations to oppose the food safety act.  This is not to say we are opposed to food safety.  Motion passed unanimously

Item #6: MOU with US Forest Service

Howard spoke with the Regional office.  A California Federal court has ruled that the 2002 rule on Forest plans was invalid and therefore we are back to the 1982 Rule.  The Forest Service needs to determine how they are going forward at the Washington office.  Until then they are not going to be able do an MOU or go forward with the forest plans.  The earliest time would likely be late September.  No Action Taken
Item #7: Attorney Fees & Litigation - Equal Access to Justice Act
Karen has prepared a preliminary report on the equal access to justice act and a preliminary assessment of the abuse of the act by environmental litigants.  This preliminary list of suits indicates hundreds of millions of dollars have been paid.  Action: Caren moved and Mike Cuff seconded to participate with the working group to develop a strategy to address the EAJA abuse.  Motion carried unanimously.
Item #8:  Petition Finding to List The White Sided Jackrabbit

The FWS has issued 90-day petition finding the listing of the White Sided Jackrabbit is warranted and initiated a status and critical habitat review.  Action: Contact Judy Keeler about doing comments.
Item #9:  9th Circuit Decision On The Roadless Rule

The 9th Circuit has upheld a lower court ruling overturning the Bush roadless rule.  Given that a Wyoming court has overturned the Clinton rule there is no roadless rule.  Action: Howard and others are to determine what rules we are operating under.
Item #10:  Upcoming Coalition Meetings

The next Board Meeting will be September 25, at 9:00 AM mountain standard time by teleconference.
Adjourned at 9:30 p.m.
“Working together for responsible management.”
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