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Gila National Forest; New Mexico; Gila National Forest Travel Management Rule Implementation

AGENCY: Forest Service, USDA.

ACTION: Notice of Intent to prepare an Environmental Impact Statement.

SUMMARY: The Gila National Forest will prepare an Environmental Impact Statement to evaluate a proposed action that would implement the agency's Travel Management Rule (TMR).  The proposed action would eliminate cross country travel by motorized vehicle and designate a system of roads, trails and areas open for motorized vehicle use. Motor vehicle access for purposes such as motor vehicle-based dispersed camping and big game retrieval of deer and elk are also described. The Rule provides for certain exemptions such as emergency use, law enforcement, those holding a specific written authorization, and limited Forest Service administrative use.

    The full text and maps of the proposed action will located on the Forest's Web site at http://fs.usda.gov/gila <http://frwebgate.access.gpo.gov/cgi-bin/leaving.cgi?from=leavingFR.html&amp;log=linklog&amp;to=http://fs.usda.gov/gila> (Click on the link to  Travel Management Rule).

    The designated routes and areas will be published on a Motor Vehicle Use Map (MVUM) available free of charge to the public in accordance with the Travel Management Rule.  The MVUM will be the primary tool for compliance and enforcement.

DATES: Comments concerning the scope of the analysis must be received by October 26, 2009.  The Draft Environmental Impact Statement is expected in May 2010 and the Final Environmental Impact Statement is expected September 2010.

ADDRESSES: Send written comments to Gila National Forest, Attn: Travel Management Coordinator, 3005 E. Camino del Bosque, Silver City, NM  88061. Comments may also be sent via e-mail to r3_gila_ travel@fs.fed.us <mailto:r3_gila_travel@fs.fed.us> , or via facsimile to (575) 388-8222.  Electronic attachments must be in one of the following formats: .doc, .rtf, .txt, or .pdf.

    It is important that reviewers provide their comments at such times and in such a way that they are useful to the Agency's preparation of the EIS.  Therefore, comments should be provided prior to the close of the comment period and should clearly articulate the reviewer's concerns and contentions.

    Comments received in response to this solicitation, including names and addresses of those who comment, will be part of the public record for this proposed action.  Comments submitted anonymously will be accepted and considered, however.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: Lisa Mizuno, Travel Management Coordinator, at (575) 388-8267 or r3_gila_travel@fs.fed.us.  The proposed action, maps, and other pertinent information about this project can be found on the Forest's Web site: http://fs.usda.gov/gila <http://frwebgate.access.gpo.gov/cgi-bin/leaving.cgi?from=leavingFR.html&amp;log=linklog&amp;to=http://fs.usda.gov/gila> (click on link to Travel Management Rule).

    Individuals who use telecommunication devices for the deaf (TDD) may call the Federal Information Relay Service (FIRS) at 1-800-877-8339 between 8 a.m. and 8 p.m., Eastern Time, Monday through Friday.
