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CATRON COUNTY DECLARES RS 2477 ROADS

38 Miles of Public Roads Claimed

RESERVE, N.M.  At a regular meeting of the Catron County Commission on November 4, 2009,   Resolution 015-2010, declaring certain roads in Catron County as "RS 2477" roads, was passed.  Revised Statute 2477 was originally enacted by Congress in 1866 to encourage the settlement of the western United States  through development of a system of highways.  The County's has declared RS 2477 roads to protect rights-of-way  necessary to maintain the continued use of natural resources and to promote public health and safety, including but not limited to, search and rescue, fire protection, health and law enforcement, evacuation, and other emergency services.

The resolution states that that public access to routes of travel is essential to Catron County‚s transportation and public access systems and to the economic and social well-being, and the customs and cultures, of the communities and citizens of Catron County.  

The thirty-eight miles of public roads includes: Mineral Creek (Road to Cooney), C007 to Red Canyon;  Oaks Tunnel Mine Road (FR 701); Old Highway 12, aka Road 32 (San Francisco River Road); San Francisco River Road (continuation), aka FR 68; and Saliz Canyon, aka C027.   These roads are in addition to 77 roads, totaling an estimated 672.70 miles, declared in the April, 2009 Travel Management Policy Resolution 048-2009.

"RS 2477 declarations ensure that citizens are able to access their public lands," said Jo Anne Blount, who along with her husband, Larry Blount, are members of the Mogollon Apache Gila Riders, (an OHV group) who, along with numerous New Mexico citizens and groups, identified the roads for inclusion in this recent resolution.  

"Declaring the roads preserves the access to historical and cultural sites and to our forest lands," said Jo Anne Blount.  "This is important for hunters, recreation and the economy, and particularly important for veterans."   

"Catron is one of the few counties in the west to make the effort to use the RS 2477 statute, to do what they have the right to do," said Blount.  "My hat is off to the Catron County Commissioners for making this claim."
