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Lawsuit filed by Center for Biological Diversity April 30, 2008

1) Dated January 7, 2008 – 4 months after U.S. F&W biological opinion of no jeopardy

2) Lawsuit contends:

A) Border fence would jeopardizing existence of jaguars in the U.S.

B) US F&W finding was not subject to public review.

C) Jaguar’s historic range in U.S. was from California to Carolinas.

D) Recovery Plan necessary to help jaguars reclaim native ecosystem.

E) Fence will doom jaguars in northern range.

F) US F&W prefer “voluntary” approach of JAGCT in lieu of Recovery plan.

G) American Society of Mammalogist passed resolution calling for F&W to develop recovery plan – June 2007

H) International Recovery plans exist for Mexican Wolf (1982) and Whooping Crane (2007)

I) ESA’s intent is to recover species and conserve their ecosystems.

JAGCT


Final Conservation Assessment – Terry Johnson is still reviewing status to make sure all comments were addressed.


MOU Signatory Agencies – 5 counties are now signatory agencies on MOU: Greenlee, Cochise and Graham Counties – Arizona; Sierra and Hidalgo – New Mexico.  Federal and State agencies include: U.S. Wildlife Services; U.S. Forest Service; U.S. Bureau of Land Management; NRCDs – Santa Cruz and Whitewater Draw S&WCDs – Arizona and Hidalgo and Deming S&WCD – New Mexico.


U.S. Fish and Wildlife’s position on recovery plan – Sherry Barrett stated a recovery plan is advisory in nature.  The lawsuit could result in an advisory group being appointed to head up recovery plan.


New Committees – According to Terry Johnson, the JAGCT committees are being reconstituted.  Anyone interested in serving on committee should let him know.  New committees include: Depredation, Education, Habitat, Monitoring, Outreach and Research.


Next Meeting – July 24th – Douglas Arizona

Signatory Agency Request: Requests should be mailed to: Arizona Game and Fish Department; 5000 W Carefree Hwy; Phoenix, AZ 85086 – Attention Terry Johnson.  Any questions can be directed to Terry Johnson, Arizona Game and Fish Dept. - TJohnson@azgfd.com
Media attention:


Many recent articles and TV news programs have been promoting the concept that jaguars are hiding behind every rock in Arizona and New Mexico, as well as the concept, that the border fence will jeopardize jaguar corridors coming into the U.S. from Mexico.
