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November 6, 2009

Public Comments Processing

Attn: FWS-R2-ES-2009-0060

Division of Policy and Directives Management

U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service

4401 N. Fairfax Drive, Suite 222

Arlington, VA 22203 

RE: Comments Regarding Request for Additional Information on Wright’s Marsh Thistle
Dear Sirs & Madams,

These comments are being submitted by the Arizona Counties, Cochise, Gila, Graham and Greenlee and the New Mexico Counties, Catron, Chaves, Eddy, Harding, Hidalgo, Lincoln, McKinley, Otero, Rio Arriba, and Sierra along with representation from the timber, farming, livestock, mining, small business, sportsman and outfitter industries as members of the Coalition of Arizona/ New Mexico Counties (Coalition).  Our representation currently exceeds 488,167 in combined county populations.

A number of our member counties fall within the geographical area for the Wright’s Marsh Thistle described in the notice seeking additional information.  Those counties are dependent on surface and ground water sources to support extensive agricultural production.  In addition many of these member counties have livestock grazing that contributes to the local economy.  Also, many of these member counties depend on ground water sources to supply municipal and industrial water uses.

The petitioners assert that the above activities are contributing to the de-watering of the thistle’s habitat thereby threatening the species with extinction.  Attached please find comments prepared for the Coalition by Darling Environmental & Surveying, Ltd.

In addition to the concerns expressed in the attached comments, the Coalition is concerned about the potential for significant environmental impacts to the economic base of our member counties.  We are also concerned with effects a listing may have on noxious weeds control efforts since effective controls may also impact this species ands may be mistaken for other thistle species targeted as noxious weeds.

Given these and other potential significant impacts, the affected counties should be invited to participate in the listing decision and preparation of the environmental impact statement required for designation of critical habitat.

The Coalition has assisted in past efforts to coordinate communications and development memorandum of understanding between the affected counties and the U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service.  Please feel free to contact our office at the address and phone numbers below.

Sincerely,
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Att:  Darling Letter on Thistle
“Working together for responsible management.”
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P.O. Box 4963 • Santa Fe, New Mexico 87502 • (505) 629-1303

